
The Lincolns: Portrait of a
Family
Abraham Lincoln was born in a log cabin in 1809. His son died
in a mansion 117 years later. In those years, the country
endured a series of dramatic changes which forever altered the
course of American history. However, no family paid a more
dramatic  price.  On  Saturday,  October  4,  at  10:30  a.m.,
historian Daniel Pritchett will explore this famous American
family at the Delaware Public Archives in a program titled
“The Lincolns: Portrait of a Family.” Lincoln and Mary Todd,
who met in 1839 and married in 1842, seemed at first glance to
have nothing in common. Yet, their marriage was probably the
most consequential in American history. When the Lincolns came
to the White House two decades later, the country was in the
midst of its greatest crisis. This presentation will focus on
this improbable pair, their four sons, and the heartbreaking
series of tragedies that struck the family before, during, and
after the Civil War.

Daniel Pritchett has taught American history since 1969, when
he  moved  from  West  Virginia  to  take  a  position  with  the
Capital School District in Dover. After retiring in 2003, he
worked for five years as an adjunct professor at Delaware
State University. He presently teaches at the Osher Lifelong
Learning  Institute  and  is  a  speaker  for  the  Delaware
Humanities  Forum.

The program is free to the public and will last approximately
one hour. No reservations are required. For more information,
contact  Tom  Summers  (302)  744-5047  or  e-mail
thomas.summers@delaware.gov.

For information about the Delaware Public Archives, please
visit  the  website  at  http://archives.delaware.gov.  You  can
also  become  a  follower  of  the  Archives  Facebook  page
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(http://www.facebook.com/DelawarePublicArchives),  follow
@DEPublicArchive  on  Twitter
(https://twitter.com/DEPublicArchive), and read the Archives
blog (http://archives.blogs.delaware.gov/) to learn more about
events and other items of interest at the Archives.
The Delaware Public Archives is located at 121 Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard North in Dover. The Mabel Lloyd Ridgely
Research Room is open to the public Monday – Friday from 8
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. On the second Saturday of every month the
research room is open from 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

The Delaware Public Archives (DPA, archives.delaware.gov), an
agency of the State of Delaware, is one of the oldest public
archives  programs  in  the  United  States.  DPA  serves  the
citizens  of  Delaware  by  identifying,  collecting,  and
preserving  public  records  of  enduring  historical  and
evidential  value;  ensuring  access  to  public  records  for
present and future generations; and advising and educating
interested  parties  in  the  creation,  management,  use,  and
preservation of public records.
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